1. What is the class of the INITIAL consonant?
\

Low class 1 (LC1): Low class 2 (LC2): Mid class (MC): rHigh class (HC):

(rising toneV by default)
yawning lemur ketchup fish goodjob' ketchup fish
NN NN\ S N NN —1 AN \

BRI UM S AW U T | | A VNS BRI WA W W @ nﬂgﬁgauﬂa mnﬁawwaﬂww

gnyouruvaw us AY NNCUS U WN W 4 D nonan uuod  UNS 0 WUWAanu K |
In clusters, the class of the ‘l - v f silentw + LC1
leading consonant applies: fJ_ﬁ’N @j L%E]‘L! %Q %ﬂ L@q | vt viey v2 v1u via via v s |

2. Which sound does the syllable end with? (determining LIVE or DEAD syllable)
| OPENfinal | LONGvowel STOP final (-k -t -p) SHORT vowel

51 corsrrt | PR [0 corsonrt iy
1'351 ugy i || wu 12 viue | fl v s v ||y gop ag ) Tz Wiz uaz
TUU A 158 Lde 138 G TROESS | I d 50 3§ A4 || leag kEung
o ¥ 3 1 A o WadA N 813 a A
A4 Usa ndq N1 1u W 92d lan . g ne ey Wgay
Ay ws || 1V i ee vinl e wisau 3u 82z
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LIVE syllable DEAD syllable

3. STRING THEORY (the direction of the string denotes the tone)

—— \"/) 1 Hc:rising | HC: low
|
MC: mid | MC: low
|
LC: mid LC: (short V) high
DEAD (long V) falling

LIVE syllable rules DEAD syllable rules

However, if there’s a tone mark, IGNORE DEAD-LIVE SYLLABLE RULES!

intfended as a supplement for “Read Thai in 10 Days”, thus, the approach and terminologies may not align with

how tfraditional Thai grammar is taught to the general public. To use the chart to figure out the tone of each syllable, you need to
know mainly two (or three) important factors: 1) the class of the inifial (first) consonant; 2) whether it is a dead (ends in a stop) or live

(open-ended) syllable. (And also 3), if it's a dead syllable with LOW class initial consonant, whether the vowel is long or short.)
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HC & MC: low HC & MC: falling MC: high MC: rising -
LC: falling LC: high (only applicable to MC consonants)

FINAL CONSONANT SOUND SUMMARY Jl VOWEL LENGTH SUMMARY J
STOP finals LONG vowels SHORT vowels
initial >>> final initial initial >>> final : P .
nlr EJNN KN WgnEy:| o || e in e
N : T v? b= 1=, b= lI-, P -1 I
LD e e €| o oo |EEEE
= - % -
m . 8 Fp, S9-7 2 1=z, W2 Il
J NNRT, v, || 09,,8FW || A9, A5, o \o- o -
St b ey DA L
0 (treated as long vowels) =l -
o |@0 et (bbp @ Cuz Fa,
. 1 :"I, 1- T—, 1— T‘, Lfag -D:
el m wa, W B, % * U,y . ’
. : 2 'l -, LYY, -5 -S* Yy e
LC1 Lc2 HC MC . : :
* oy is ly-/ at initial but /-n/ at final : The following vowels require a final consonant:
**as final consonants, 8 and 7 sound more like /-i/ and /-o/ respectively ] | A a - I IV .
*** p and il are theoretically /-p/ at final but never occur as final consonants 0 - == b-I--, -9--J- TTTT, TTTT
**** 4, g and @ are not applicable as final consonants ] *ifthere’sr}owﬁﬁenvowelandtheﬁnal I:’_ If_’ LI:’_ "f_’
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